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Infection Control Posttest

1. Consequences of failing to follow accepted standards of infection control include:


a.) Increased risk of adverse health outcomes for patients and healthcare workers

b.) Subjection to charges of unprofessional conduct with possible outcomes including disciplinary action, revocation of professional licensure and professional liability

c.) Complaint investigation by the NYS regulatory agencies

d.) All of the above

2. Any mechanism by which a pathogen is spread by a source or reservoir to a person is called

a.) Infection

b.) Transmission

c.) Pathogenesis

d.) Inflammation

3. An example of a “portal of exit”:  vehicles and mechanisms by which pathogens leave the body include:

a.) Coughing, sneezing, respiratory/oral secretions

b.) Draining Lesions

c.) Diarrhea

d.) Drainage of blood and other body substances

e.) All of the above

4. Contact, Airborne, Common vehicle and Vectorborne are:

a.) Modes by which pathogens are transmitted

b.) Portals of exit

c.) Portals of entry

d.) Factors which influence the outcome of an exposure

5. Routes of transmission are controlled by:

a.) Handwashing, Use of barriers, sterilization/disinfection of patient care equipment

b.) Environmental practices including housekeeping, ventilation, waste management, linen and laundry management

c.) Vectorborne pathogens

d.)  a, b

e.)  a, b, c,

6. What is the minimal accepted time for handwashing to meet infection control standards?

a.) 10 seconds

b.) 20 seconds

c.) 30 seconds

d.) 45 seconds

7. Universal Precautions (UP), Body Substance Isolation (BSI), Segregation of symptomatic individuals are:

a.) Engineering controls

b.) Precaution/isolation strategies

c.) Properties of disinfectants

d.) Types of cleaning agents

8. Mode of transmission isolation is the updated approach to infection control.  An example of this is:

a.) Gown is to be work when contamination or soiling of skin or clothing is likely to occur from touch of splash or spray from body fluids.

b.) Equipment with contamination handled so as to prevent contamination of skin or clothes.

c.) Routine care, cleansing and sterilization of equipment used in patient care.

d.) All of the above.

9. Engineering controls

a.) Eliminate or isolate the hazard

b.) Identify those at risk for exposure

c.) Identify a hierarchy of exposure prevention strategies

d.) Introduce pathogens into the environment

10. Avoiding unnecessary use of needles, care in the handling and disposal of needles and other sharps, modifying procedures to avoid injury, handwashing, prompt cleaning of blood and body fluid spills are examples of:

a.) Engineering controls

b.) Work practice controls

c.) Personal protective equipment

d.) Circumstances which increase opportunities for exposure.

11. An example of a source control would be:

a.) Inadequate ventilation

b.) Blind suturing

c.) Recapping a used needle

d.) Covering the mouth when coughing, sneezing

12. Barriers for patient protection include:

a.) Sterile barriers for invasive procedures (e.g. gowns, gloves, dressings, etc.

b.) Masks for prevention of droplet contamination

c.) Barriers to prevent drainage/lesions of Healthcare worker (HCW) from contacting patient

d.) All of the above

13. Guidance on property application PPE/barriers for protection include:

a.) Proper fit

b.) Integrity of barrier

c.) Purchasing the most expensive barrier possible

d.) A, b only

e.) All of the above

14. The process of removing disease-producing microorganisms and rendering the object safe for handling is called:

a.) Cleaning

b.) Decontamination

c.) Disinfection

d.) Sterilization

15. Factors that have contributed to contamination in reported cases include:

a.) Inadequate cleaning

b.) Adequate disinfection/sterilization processes

c.) Reuse of disposable equipment

d.) Contamination of disinfectant or rinse solutions

e.)  a, b, c

f.) a, c, d

g.) None of the above

16. Strategies used to assess HCW’s for disease risks include:

a.) Pre-employment and periodic health assessments

b.) Immunization/screening programs

c.) Evaluation of acute/incubating illnesses in HCW’s

d.) Post-exposure management

e.) a, b, c

f.) a, b, c, d

17. Evaluation of acute and incubating illness in a healthcare worker (HCW) include:

a.) Evaluating past surgical history

b.) Evaluating symptoms which may include fever, chills, cough, varices, lesions, weeping dermatitis

c.) Previous work history

d.) None of the above

18. Interim management strategies for the Health Care Worker (HCW) include:

a.) Limiting contact with susceptibles

b.) Furlough until non-infectious

c.) Evaluation/treatment as needed

d.) All of the above

19. HIV exposure to HCW requires:

a.) Protocol for evaluation of source individual and HCW is in place

b.) Counseling and follow-up with designated individual is to be done in all cases

c.) Documentation of investigation and counseling must occur

d.) Outline alternate facilities for follow-up treatment

e.) A, b, c

f.) A, b, c, d

20. Hepatitis C is a disease that is:

a.) Defined by the presence of anti HCV antibodies and/or the presence of viral RNA in serum

b.) Never has symptoms

c.) Is always fatal

d.) None of the above
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